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Mortgages

How might rising interest
rates affect your mortgage?

The Bank of England
has raised interest rates
which means bigger
mortgage bills for some
homeowners.

At the start of February 2022, the
Bank of England raised interest rates
for the second time in three months
from 0.25% to 0.50% to combat
soaring inflation. This move will have
a knock-on effect as mortgage lenders
raise interest rates in response, which
will increase monthly payments for
some borrowers.

What does a rise in interest
rates mean for your mortgage?

Anyone without a fixed-rate
mortgage is likely to see their
borrowing costs rise, although
how they are affected will depend
on the type of product they have.
Your adviser can help you assess
your mortgage deal and figure out
ways to make some much needed
savings.

* Only borrowers with a mortgage
that moves up or down with the
base rate will be affected by the
interest rate change.

* This includes tracker mortgages
and standard variable rate
mortgages (which you revert to
when a mortgage deal ends).

Fixed-rate mortgages

Most mortgage holders are on fixed-rate deals so won’t see any change in their
monthly payments. This is because the interest rate you pay stays the same for the
length of the mortgage deal.

Standard variable rate mortgages

You will usually be moved on to a standard variable rate when your existing tracker
or fixed rate mortgage deal ends. For example, if you take out a two-year fixed deal
and you don’t remortgage, you will be moved to the lender’s standard variable rate.
The rate is likely to be considerably higher than what you were paying before, so your
monthly payments will increase, and lenders can raise the standard variable rate
whenever they want.

Tracker mortgages

Homeowners with a tracker mortgage will find that their interest rate payments will
now go up, but when this happens will depend on their lender. Tracker mortgages are
a type of variable rate mortgage that follow the Bank of England’s interest rate. So,
when official interest rates go up, the rate on your tracker will rise as well.

As a rule, they do not exactly match the base rate, but are set a level just above it.
For example, if the lender’s rate is the base rate +1%, the interest you’d pay in total on
your loan would be 1.5%.

Whatever type of mortgage you have, we can advise you about how the interest rate
rise might affect you and address any questions or concerns you have.

How to save on your mortgage costs

The best thing you can do is to speak to your financial adviser. For example, if you’re
on a tracker mortgage, they will be able to advise whether changing to a fixed-term
deal to protect yourself from any further rises is a good idea. They will also let you
know about the fees involved when making changes to your mortgage. If you are on a
standard variable rate you can switch at any time, so with interest rates rising, your
adviser can help you look at available fixed-rate deals.

Homeowners on fixed deals don’t have to worry about their mortgage going up until
their current term ends. Most lenders will let you lock into a new deal six months
before the current one ends so it’s a good idea to plan.

Whether you’re looking to remortgage or are a first-time buyer, we can help you find
the most suitable deal for your circumstances and help keep your costs down.

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS
ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT
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Mortgages

@ What about product transfers?

If your mortgage is coming to its maturity date but you’d prefer
to stay with your current lender, you could consider a product
transfer. Switching to a new mortgage product with the same
lender could save you money and time. Our financial advisers
can help guide you through choosing the right product to

make it worthwhile and explain the logistics of transferring
your mortgage product.
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Stamp duty
and land tax

What you need to know

Following the lowering of
the stamp duty threshold
to £250,000 in July, the rate
will drop further in October
for buyers in England and
Northern Ireland.

Stamp duty land tax applies to
increasing portions of a property’s price,
starting at £40,000. There are different
rates depending on how much you are
paying for the property, whether you’re
a first-time buyer, where you live, and
where the property is located within the
UK. It’s good to be aware of how much
- if any — stamp duty you will pay,
whether you’re a first-time buyer,
second homeowner, buy-to-let owner
or in another situation.

Stamp duty bands from
1 October 2021

In England and Northern Ireland, as

of 1 October 2021, you will pay stamp
duty on a residential property’s sale
price over the first £125,000 (from 1 July
2021 up until 30 September, it was the
first £250,000).

Property purchase Stamp duty
price range to be paid
Up to £125,000 0%
£125,001 - £250,000 2%
£250,001 - £925,000 5%

£925,001 - £1.5 million 10%

Over £1.5 million 12%

For example, if you buy a house for
£295,000, the stamp duty will apply
as follows:

* 0% on the first £125,000. You pay: £0

* 2% on the next £125,000. You pay: £2,500
* 5% on the final £45,000. You pay: £2,250
* Your total stamp duty: £4,750.

Mortgages

First-time buyers

If you’re a first-time buyer in England
or Northern Ireland, it means you are
about to buy your first main residential
home and have never owned a freehold
or leasehold on a property before (in or
out of the UK):

* You will pay no stamp duty on the first
£300,000 of your new home.

» Then, you will pay 5% on anything
from £300,001 to £500,000.

« If your property price is above
£500,000, the stamp duty from
the rates paid by non-first-time
buyers applies.

Second homes and buy-to-let
properties

For those who are in the market for a
second property, whether it’s a buy-to-
let or a second home, they will pay an
additional 3% in stamp duty on top of
those existing rate levels.

When is stamp duty not
required?

There are some situations when you
may not need to consider stamp duty.
For example:

* When no money or form of payment
is exchanged for a land or property
transfer.

« If a property is left to you in a will.

* The property is transferred after
a divorce or dissolution of a civil
partnership.

« If the property you are buying is
freehold costing less than £40,000.

These are a few examples in England
and Northern Ireland. Scotland and
Wales may have additional exemptions,
so it’s worth speaking to an adviser in
those areas if you are buying a property.

Land and buildings transaction
tax Scotland

Buyers in Scotland will pay a land and
buildings transaction tax (LBTT) when
buying a property, in place of stamp duty.

The Scottish system came into place
in 2015, and is set up in a similar tiered
tax rate level to that in England:

Whether you are a first-time buyer, moving home or looking for a second home
or buy-to-let, our advisers are here to help you through your journey.

Property purchase LBTT to
price range be paid
Up to £145,000 0%
£145,001 - £250,000 2%
£250,001 - £325,000 5%
£325,001 - £750,000 10%
Over £750,001 12%

If you are a first-time buyer in Scotland,

you are exempt from LBTT for the first
£175,000 of your property’s sale price:

Property purchase LBTT to
price range be paid
Up to £175,000 0%
£175,001 - £250,000 2%
£250,001 - £325,000 5%
£325,001 - £750,000 10%
Over £750,001 12%

For those in Scotland buying a second
home or buy to let property, the
additional rate of tax they will pay is
4% on top of the standard rates above.

When is stamp duty not Land
transaction tax in Wales

In Wales, the land transaction tax (LTT)
took over from stamp duty in 2018.

This means if you are in Wales and
buying your main residential home (and
do not own any other property) the LTT
only comes into effect after the first
£180,000 of the property’s sale price.

However, a big difference in Wales
compared to the rest of the UK is that
there are no exemptions for first-time
buyers, so the tiered system applies to all

types of buyers (whether first-time or not).

For those in Wales buying a second
home or buy to let property, the
additional rate of tax they will pay is
4% on top of the standard rates below.

Property purchase LTT to
price range be paid
Up to £180,000 0%
£180,001 - £250,000 2%
£250,001 - £400,000 5%
£400,001 - £750,000 10%

£750,001 - £1.5 million 12%

Over £1.5 millionv

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
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Mortgages

The pros ¢

Downsizing could mean lower overhe
as well as the extra cash from the sale
of your home. But there are factors to
consider before you make the decision.

From reducing household bills to boosting retirement savings,
there are plenty of reasons why people choose to downsize
and move to a smaller property.

It’s important to consider interim costs, however, like whether
you decide to rent in the area you’re thinking of moving to,

as the search could take some time. There are also fees to
pay when selling your home including stamp duty, survey
costs, legal expenses, agents’ fees and moving costs. Your
adviser will be able to help breakdown these costs for you.

Practical benefits of downsizing

Along with cutting your bills, helping you to pay off debt and
putting some money towards your retirement savings goals,
downsizing has other benefits too.

The stress of maintaining a larger home might become
unmanageable as you grow older — leaving you out of pocket
and physically drained too. Moving to a less expensive-to-run,
smaller home could make your life simpler, leaving you

with more time to do the things you enjoy during your
retirement years.

Downsizing and tax

Your financial adviser can guide you through the tax
implications for downsizing, like inheritance tax and whether
your estate may still be able to benefit from the residence

nil rate band (RNRB) even if you have downsized your property
before your death. The rules around this are complex and
often come with qualifying conditions, however, so it’s
essential to let your adviser examine your options and
potential tax implications beforehand.

If you’re considering downsizing, your adviser can expertly
guide you through the process, explain your options and
ensure you are fully informed throughout the process

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE

Plan ahead when downsizing

It pays to plan ahead for the type of home you need when
you’re downsizing. Your mortgage adviser can help you do
this and ensure you’re buying somewhere that’s the right
size for you, as well as keeping you updated on what your
eventual mortgage payment might be. They will also be
able to explain the advantages and disadvantages of other
options, like moving to a retirement village.

It’s an emotional decision too, especially if the home you
are selling is where your children grew up and holds happy
memories. Talk about it as a family so that you are all clear
about the reasons for the move. Thinking about your future
and planning what your retirement income and outgoings
could be - in your current home compared to a smaller one
— is also something your adviser can help with.

Things to think about if you’ve made the decision
to downsize:

* Clear out any clutter before you move and consider
selling items (like furniture) you will no longer need.

* Look at your home and assess whether any repairs are
needed before you sell. Your mortgage adviser can help
you with this.

* Your adviser will also be able to factor in the costs for
selling your home and moving to a new one, to help
you budget.

*» Think about how much space you will need in your new
home, for hobbies, work and when guests come to stay.
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